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Image Design



Classical 
Portraiture
What are the common 
features of a portrait?



Classical 
Portraiture
Head and shoulders.



Classical 
Portraiture

Fashion.



Classical 
Portraiture

Appearance.



Classical 
Portraiture

Possibly symbolism.



What can a portrait do?
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What can a portrait do?

• It can tell you what the subject looks like.

• It can hint at or imply details.

• It can reveal symbolic ideas (if you’re in 
the know!)



What can’t it do?

• It can seldom tell you explicit 
information about the subject.



So, classical portraits might 
tell you what someone 

looks like, but they seldom 
tell you about that person.
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Objectives



Objectives

• TLW explore the personal attributes of a 
subject as a means for exploring their 
sitter in meaningful detail.



Objectives

• TLW explore the personal attributes of a 
subject as a means for exploring their 
sitter in meaningful detail.

• TLW use handwriting to inform a 
specific process of artmaking.



 

Jeffrey Wolin



My Father
Jeffrey WolinThe Lesson
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